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—  —  _  ARTICLE  EXTRACTED  FROM  "THE  JAPAN 

UtfRONICLE"  JULY  21,  1931  (page  4) 

WAKATSUKI  IN  THE  NORTH 
A  REVIEW  AND  DEFENCE  ON  GOVERNMENT  FOLICY 
CHINA  POLICY  LOOMS  LARGE 

Enron  WAKATSUKI,  the  Premier,  delivered  a  Ions  speech  dealing  with 
v-rlous  subjects  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Mlnseito  In  Hokkaido 
irutthe  North-Ea3t,  which  was  held  at  Akita  on  the  19th  Instant. 

The  meeting  waa  largely  attended,  among  those  present  b’6lng,  besides 
the  Pre  ilcr,  Mr.  MACJiaTOA*  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry, 

Mr.  HARA,  Minister  of  Education,  and  Mr.  Fujisawa,  th6  former  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  House  of  Representative. 

**:H*»«***»******«» 

"FUNDAMENTAL"  CHINESE  POLICY 

Referring  to  th6  China  policy,  th6  u-peaker  said  that  both 
the  Government  ondth*  Mlnselto  have  often  stated  their  views  In 
the  past.  There  Is  now  some  talk  among  th6  public  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  fundamental  policy  being  established  quickly  in  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  the  Manchurian .and  Mongolian  problems,  but 
the  Government  has  always  formulated  and  announced  one.  It  does 
not,  therefore,  think  It  necessary  to  make  any  fresh  jinounce- 
rasnt  of  policy.  Japan  possesses  In  M  \nchuria  and  Mongolia 
rights  raid  Interests  which  are  of  vital  Importance  to  the  national 
exlster.ae  of  this  country.  The  history  ofa  f6w  score  years  has 
given  the  whole  nation  a  firm  faith  In  this  respect.  It  will  be 
readily  admitted  by  all  partial  observers  that  Japan  cannot  afford 
to  abandon  rights  and  Interests  of  this  nature,  no  matter  who  may 
claim  th6lr  abandonment,  and  how  strongly.  It  Is  hardly  necessary 
to  soy  that  Japan  is  by  no  means  actuated  by  anachronistic  Ideas 
ouch  as  Imperialism  and  ter  ltorlal  ns6randisement!T:R1lto://b^ 
clple  Is  for  Japan  and  China  to  live  In  harmony  nd  common  pros¬ 
perity,  eaoh  refraining  from  encroaching  on  the  other's  rights.  It 
is  a  patent  f  .ct  that  the  Government  has  constantly  and  sincerely 
'.forked  for  the  execution  of  this  policy.  If  both  countries  acoept 
this  fundamental  principle  and  regulate  their  actions  by  It,  all 
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Issues  between  their,  must  ne.ee ssarlly  find  an  "an lo able  settlement. 

In  any  quarterof  the  world,  unple as  ant  Incidents  often  arise 
between  cantrles  which  are  contiguous,  and  Sino-Jap  nese  relations 
are  subject  to  this  general  tendency.  It  Is,  In  such  circumstances, 
fully  expected  that  many  obstacles  lie  in  the  way  of  the  execution 
of  the  above-mentioned  policy.  Patience,  time  nd  firm  detsrrilnai  . 
tlon  arc  needed  to  overcome  all  difficulties  aid  attain  the  final 
goal.  At  any  rate,  the  Government  is  convinced  that  harmony  and 
co-operation  between  the  two  countries  must  by  all  means  be  promot¬ 
ed  along  the  lines  already  Indicated,  If  all  Issues  between  them 
"re  to  be  settled  .amicably.  The  same  policy  will  guide  the  Govern¬ 
ment  In  handling  the  extraterritoriality  question  and  the  railway 
problem  in  M  nchurla.  Heedless  to  say.  If  China  ots  Illegally 
and  Improperly,  Japan  must  exhaust  rail  diplomatic  means  to  remind 
her  of  her  mistaken  oouro' .  For  the  protection  of  her  national 
existence,  Japan  may  be  forced  to  resolute  action  at  the  s  .crlfioe 
of  ".11  Interests.  In  short.  It  Is  the  strongest  policy  that  has 
regard  for  justice  In  all  dealings,  in  the  pursuit  of  such  a  policy, 
Japan  need  not  fear  any  country. 

THE  V/aNPAOSHAN  AFFAIR 

Several  c'ses  have  recently  occurred  In  Manchuria  in  which 
the  treatment  of  Japanese  and  Koreans  by  the  local  Chinese  author¬ 
ities  are  called  in  question,  iesc  matters  arc  now  under  nego¬ 
tiation  and  are  evidently  susceptible  of  solution  locally.  The 
Wanpaoshan  affair,  the  bigg'-st  of  all  these  incidents,  has  unfor¬ 
tunately  led  to  serious  repercussions  throughout  Korea,  and  a 
few  words  on  this  particular  affair  may  not,  therefore,  be  out  of 

PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/7616ac/ 

place.  The  Wanpaosh.nn  affair  arose  out  of  a  simple  civil  dispute 
between  Korean  and  Chinese,  but  03  there  Is  a  danger  of  Its 
developing  such  serious  nhascs  as  to  deprive  large  numbers  of 
Koreans  of  thr lr  peaceful  living,  the  Japanese  authorities  have 
t"ken  all'  necessary  3teps  to  protect  Korean  Intert3t3.  As  thla 
affair  was  gradually  approaching  resolution,  exaggerated  reports 
of  the  Incident  foundthMr way  Into  Korea.,  with  the  result  that 
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the  feeling  of  the  Koreans  at  hone,  who  hod  always  been  resent¬ 
ful  of  the  at*  '.tude  fo  tho  Chinese  authorities  and  people  In  Man¬ 
churia,  was  lnfl  med  suddenly,  outr  gr.3  being  committed  by  Infuriat¬ 
ed  Koreans  against  Chinese  residents  in  many  p'.rte  of  the  peniastlo. 
This  was  a  very  deplorable  m~iter.  The  best  attention  must  be  . 
directed  tovrarda  removing  ml sunders  band Inge  :nd  b  d  blood  between 
the  K-reans  and  Chinese  so  that  they  can  liv6  In  peace  and  harmony. 

RUSSIAN  FI SFERITS . 

The  Russian  water  fishery  problem  has  been  attr  ictlng  a  good 
deal  of  public  attention  of  late,  the  Premier  went  on.  It  Is,  In¬ 
deed,  cause  for  sincere  regret  that  since  the  conclusion  of  the 
Ruiso-Japanc3G  Fishery  Agre ement,  the  approach  ;f  the  fishing  season 
every  year  witnessed  the  repetition  of  various  disputes  between 
the  two  countries  concerning  the  operation  of  the  agreement,  with 
deleterious  effects  on  their  diplomatic  relations.  It  13  absolutely 
Impossible  for  Tapjpi  to  withdraw  from  th«  fishing  grounds  In  Russian 
waters.  Nor  Is  It  believable  that  hussla  Is  seeking  to  nullify 
the  fishery  rights  which  Ja  >an  oosscssss  by  treaty.  Through  a. 
frank  exchange  of  views  betwoen  the  authorities  and  Interests  of 
both  countries  concerned,  It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  all  c  uses  of 
^  trouble  will  be  removed,  and  the  Government  Is  determined  to  do 
its  utmoct  to  achieve  it. 

JAPAN  SHARES  j'J  TFT*  WORLD  DE?  RTSS  IONS. 

Turning  to  the  domestic  •  dminlstratlon,  the  premier  said  that 
the  first  necessity  of  the  moment  Is  to  conquer  the  business  de¬ 
pression.  The  depression  la  very  severe,  he  3\ld,  and-  tn:  utmost 
efforts  must  be  m  de  to  remove  It  so  that  the 
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be  put  on  a  stable  basis.  Th6  Government  Is  naturally  sparing 
no  effort  In  order  to  Improve  conditions.  As  everybody  knows, 

Japan  is  not  the  only  country  that  Is  (ln  the  3lough  of  depression; 
all  countries  of  the  vrorld  are  In  h  similar  plight.  It  nay, 
indeed,  be  oald  that  unemployment  Is  Incomparably  greater  In  some 
countrcis  than  In  Japan.  For  Instance  It  runs  Into  millions 
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in  Englond,  America  .nd  Oermany.  The  present  world  depression  moy 
be  traced  to  the  world  wo T»  It  is  absolutely  impossible  for  Japan's 
to  escape  the  general  depression  or  keep  outside  the  economic  or¬ 
ganism  of  the  world.  Japan  le bound  to  share  in  the  prosperity 
or  depression  of  the  outside  world.  Thus,  it  a  but  n  .tural  and 
rven  proper  that  the  present  depression  in  this  country  should  be 
interpreted  n3  due  to  the  world  depression.  Some  people  are  wont 
to  attribute  it  mainly  to  the  retrenchment  policy  of  the  Government 
or  the  lifting  of  the  3old  emb  rgo,  but  the  absurdity  of  the  theory 
is  obvious  on  the  face  of  it. 

a*  .tit**  *«#«*#*** 

BETTER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

The  first  thing  to  b4  done  to  meet  the  present  world-wide 
depression  is  to  reconstruct  industry.  Therc  must  b6  an  adequate 
readjustment  of  industry.  An  industrial  orgnniMtttion  which  can 
ensure  a  3table  position  for  Japa  .esc  industry  in  the  altered 
circumstances  must  be  establshed.  Earnest  efforts  directed  by 
private  concerns  toward  this  end  have  the  support  of  the  Government. 

i 

It  is  happily  to  be  noted  that  well  -  directed  endeavours  are 
gradually  bearing  fruit.  Therr  are  already  many  important  in¬ 
dustries  which  have  been  put  on  a  px'ing  basis  in  the  r.ld  t  sf  the 
prvalllng  depression.  The  fact  cannot  be  impugned  that  the  eoonomlo 
world  has  more  stability  this  year  than  last  your.  Looking  at  the 
economic  conditions  in  other  countries,  it  is  seen  that  in  th6 
principal  countries  of  Britain,  .jnerica  and  France,  the  wholesale 
prioe3  have  fallen  to  the  pre-war  level.  In  England,  they  have 
fallen  even  below  that  level.  In  such  circumstances  It  seems 
fair  to  conclude  that  there  is  little  room  lift  £j|£; ^lfpt^f!Pegai-toois.org/doc/76i6a| 
decline  in  the  prices. 

TAX  REFORM  •  . 

The  Government  is  now  mrJtlng  careful  inquiries  with  a  view 

% 

to  effecting  administrative,  financial  and  taxation  reforms  both 
in  State  and  in  local  administration.  On  the  completion  of  these 
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inquires.  It  Intends  to  c  .rry  out  the  necessary  reforms  wherever 
possible.  The  salary  reduction  carried  out  the  other  day  Is  nothin, 
but  part  of  this  reform  plan. 

STABILITY  THB  AIM 

In  short,  B  ron  Wakatsukl  concluded,  the  Mlnselto  and  Its  C 
blnnt  aim,  In  hmc  administration,  at  the  elimination  of  the  severe 
business  depression  and  at  the  establishment  of  an  economic  organlsi 
which  can  ensure  the  stability  of  national  life  permanently  and 
In  foreign  administration  at  the  establishment  of  world  peace  throw 
cooperation  with  other  Powers  helping,  as  best  It  can,  to  settle 
the  eoonomlc  ohaos  of  the  world  and  to  strengthen  the  world's  eco¬ 
nomic  organism  under  which  the  smooth  relation  of  supply  and  demand 
•'.re  guaranteed  between  nations,  in  this  wa#  they  desire  to  street! 

en  the  foundations  of  the  state  and  contribute  to  the  welf  re  of 
m-nkln*.  They  have  a  firm  determination  to  perform  duties  success¬ 
fully  In  the  face  of  all  difficulties. 
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